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Darwin's Origin of Specks. His mind was soon
directed to the riddle of his own position in the
universe. Depressed by Schopenhauer and dis-
illusioned by The Martyrdom of Man, his pristine faith
was now endangered by Gibbon's scepticism and
Professor Lecky's milder, though more reasoned,
doubts; and the young searcher after truth reacted
sharply against the religious teachings of his nursery
and school. But presently his faith returned, when
his profession brought him into acute danger and he
found that prayers for safety received a satisfactory
answer* Illogical, perhaps, and unexciting as religious
experience, it left him with a sensible conviction that
" the practice was comforting and the reasoning led
nowhere."

Topping up his reading with the fine, confused
feeding of a Dictionary of Quotations (** The quota-
tions when engraved upon the memory give you
good thoughts. They also make you anxious to
read the authors and look for more "), he faced
the slow unfolding of his professional career. Early
in 1897 he sailed home on leave, meeting on board
a slim Colonel Ian Hamilton, who hoped prophetic-
ally for a chance to serve against the Turks in die
Greek War, The young Hussar, as a good Tory,
favoured the Turkish side and had vague notions
(undiscouraged by the circumstance that he had act
yet written anything except an unpublished answer
to some aspersions on the British Army by Mr*
Bernard Shaw) of becoming a war correspondent.
But the war collapsed before they could get there;
and he was reduced to a brief tour of Italy with
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